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‘Society has not accepted ragging as a social evil

The ragging incident involving 18
students aftached o KEM Hospiial's
presticious G 8 Medical College has
shocked Mumbai. Mohit Garg,
coffounder of Coalifion fo Uproof
Ragging from Educaiion (CURE)
and the wehsite noragging.com,
tells Jvoit Punwani that ragging
can beeliminated:

B What do vou think of the ac-
tion agamst the accused stu-
dents?

Filingthe FIR against them was
swift and appreciable, and in lkeep-
ing with the Supreme Court guide-
lines, But the chief minister's
statement  that  their careers
should not be affected does not
help. Acrime 1sacrime and should
be handled as such. Careersarenot
more important than the dignity
of life. Another issue here 1= that
those who were ragged should not
be ostracized. Typically in such
cases, freshers are blamed for
spoiling careers, which is another

deterrent against complaints.
ITwouldn't be surprised if there
was far severe rageing happening
in other professional colleges in
Mumbal. Asper aCUREstudy, the
number of mediareported cases
in Maharashira is low compared
to Andhra Pradesh and West Ben-
oal. This does not imply less rag-
oing, since reported cases would
be a tiny fraction of the incidents

happening on the ground.
B Are there any support sys-
tems ornetworks for victims?
Unfortunately, no. T have seen
cases of very severe ragoing vic-
tims trying to contact one another
but either people wish to forget
and don't connect with other vie-
tims ar their own fight is =0 time-
consuming thattheyv areunable to
give anvthing bevond syimpathy
to others. Another perspective
against such a networl is that in-
steadof victims carrving the scar
throughout their lives, the best
remedyisto help them get back to
normal as quickly as possible,
B Some students feel ragging
can never end hecause 1is
victims want to avenge their
humiliationon their juniors.
This izaviciouscirele -thevic-
tim becoming the perpetrator. We
can break it by ensuring that two
or three batches are not ragged.
This would eliminate the revenge
feeling, In fact., most colleges

that have successfully eliminated
ragging have donethis.

CURE advocates o three
pronged approach. One. monitor
ragging and mete out striet puni-
shments. The victim cannot be ex-
pected  to complain.  Offenders
should be punished strictly accord-
ing to law, since whatever is mnflict-
ed in the name of rageing 1s a erimi-
nal offence. Two, create social
awareness, In every ragging death.
it emerges that the victim informed
his parents, who took 1t hghtly.
Whenever one talks tofriends about
ragging, they think that only cow-
ards are scared of it. Society has not
accepted ragging asasocial evil. It's
regarded as a necessary initiation
ritual. ajole. Ragging isnot fashion-
able, please! Three, alternate means
ofinteractionforbreakingthe ice.

We should have a college-rank-
ing system that includes ragging as
acriterion. Only this will make rep-
utation-conscions colleges improve
theirefforts to eliminate ragoing.
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